
Ascension Sunday (Easter 7A) - 1 - May 21, 2023 

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church  Greenville, Michigan 

As We Gather 

Did you know your pastor has an office job? It may not be the office job you are thinking of. He works in the Office of 

the Public Ministry. This Office dates back to the apostles and the Early Church and will continue until Jesus comes 

back. While your pastor occupies this “office space,” he works for God and shares God’s Word in its truth and purity, 

forgives sins, and shares God’s gift of salvation in the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion. 

Welcome & Announcements 9:30 am 

P The Lord be with you.   C    And also with you. 

Opening Prayer & Invocation 

P Let us pray … O God of glory and Lord of love, You called the Twelve to follow You. When Judas fell, Matthias was 

called to take His place.  

C  In our time, You call pastors to shepherd Your flock. Guide all pastors, by Your Spirit, to walk according to 

Your will and Your ways;  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 sts. 1–3 

Responsive Reading (Acts 1:6-14) 

P So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and 

restore our kingdom?” 

C He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling 

people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

P After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. As 

they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. 

C “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from 

you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” 

P Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. When they arrived, 

they went to the upstairs room of the house where they were staying.  Here are the names of those who were 

present: Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Simon (the 

Zealot), and Judas (son of James). 

C They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several 

other women, and the brothers of Jesus. 

Confession and Absolution Colossians 3:16; Acts 20:28; Hebrews 13:17; Ephesians 4:11–13a 

P Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give 

an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

C And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God. 

P Let us confess our sins to God, our Father, confident that He will hear and forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we have not always been proud to bear Your name. At times, we 

crumble in the face of the trials that come our way. We allow worries and anxieties to crowd out Your 

caring presence. Keep us in Your name, which You have given us in Baptism, and forgive us our sins for 

Jesus’ sake. 
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P Our God hears our prayers and forgives our sins because of Jesus’ perfect life, death, and resurrection. At the 

command of Christ and through the power of the cross and the empty tomb, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace! 

C Amen. Alleluia! 

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing LSB 493 sts. 4–6 

Sharing God's Peace 

First Reading: Acts 1:15–26 Acts 1:15–26 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and said, 
16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 

concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was 

allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 

headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known to all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and “‘Let another take his office.’  21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 

Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 

from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.”  

 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they 

prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take 

the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle: 1 Peter 5:6–11 1 Peter 5:6–11 

 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 
7casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that 

the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10And after you 

have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Children's Message 

SongTrack: Soon and Very Soon (AGPS 218) 

Alleluia Verse Romans 6:9; John 14:18 

P Alleluia! We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over Him.  

C  Alleluia!  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  Alleluia!  

Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:16–20 Matthew 28:16–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they 

saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

Message: An Office Job 

Second Article of the Creed Profession of Faith 

P Jesus fulfilled all Scripture as the Word made flesh. Forty days after His victory over sin, death, and the devil by 

His rising from the dead, He ascended into heaven. Believing in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, as our Lord and 

Savior and humanity’s redemption and source of all salvation, we focus on the Small Catechism’s explanation of 

the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, which we confess together: 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the 

virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in 

His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen 

from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

Prayers of the Church & Lord's Prayer 

Offering 

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 sts. 1–2 

Service of the Sacrament of the Altar 

Preparation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P Lord of heaven and earth, in Your mercy for fallen humanity, You sent Your Son, knowing He would be betrayed, 

suffer, and die for the sins of the world before rising to life again, so that all who believe in Him will not be 

separated from You but will live with You forever. We thank You for this feast of forgiveness You have set before 

us today through Jesus Christ. Send Your Spirit to us so that, as Jesus comes to us in His Holy Supper, we may 

receive Him with a living faith; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and Savior. 

C Amen. 
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The Words of Institution from our Lord 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper  

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Welcome to the Lord’s Table.  

Agnus Dei LSB 180 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

Distribution 

SongTrack: Agnus Dei (Alleluia! Worthy is the Lamb) (by Michael W. Smith) 

 

Post-Communion Dismissal & Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray … We thank You, Father, for blessing us with the gift of Your grace as it comes to us through the 

bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. Strengthen us in living our baptismal faith; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The almighty God — Father, T Son, and Holy Spirit — bless you, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 sts. 3–5 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord, and POINT the Way. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Please join us for CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. 

+  ENTER TO WORSHIP  +  EXIT TO WITNESS  + 
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